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Morris County skating championship
is welcome boost for local economy

by Kristen Alloway/The Star-Ledger
Friday January 30, 2009, 6:00 AM

The 21 girls from the Ice-Lantics synchronized skating team of Farmingdale
glided, spun and whizzed across the ice at the Mennen Sports Arena in
Morris Township Thursday, arms and skates moving in unison.

The team is one of 138 from Maine to Florida descending on Morris County
this weekend for the 2009 Eastern Synchronized Skating sectional
championships.

Matt Rainey/The Star-Ledger

On Thursday preliminary rounds for younger skaters were held. About 3,000
skaters and spectators are expected at the event.

With 2,000 skaters competing -- and another 1,000 family members and
spectators expected to cheer them on --organizers and local merchants said
they hope the competition will be a welcome boost to the Morris County
economy.

"It's an amazing opportunity to have that many people coming to Morristown
in the dead of winter," said Leslie Bensley, executive director of the Morris
County Visitor's Center.

Many local hotels are packed. Some restaurants are filling up. And cultural
and historical attractions have prepared to welcome extra customers.

Synchronized Skating regional competition in Morristown

http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2009/01/morris_county_skating_champion.html|
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Macculloch Hall Historical Museum in Morristown extended its Thomas Nast its car standards
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political cartoonist. The museum also stayed open late last night and is
offering a two-for-one deal on tickets.

ALL COLUMNS
"Hopefully, we'll have a few folks stop by before or after dinner and get a ”

flavor for Morristown," acting director Alice Cutler said.

The Philadelphia Symmetry skating club booked more than 25 rooms at the
Embassy Suites in Parsippany and expects to dine out while they are in the
area and maybe look around if time allows, said Jessie Nagy, whose daughter
is on the team.

- &
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o Nets lose to Hawks But not all businesses are seeing a bump in customers.

e Nets lose to Hawks

"We have a team dinner where we take up half a restaurant," Nagy said.
"Often, we'll try to pick a sight-seeing trip."

"Let's hope," said Frank Marcantonio, chef and owner of Breanna's Italian

e Nets lose to Hawks ’ e "
restaurant in nearby East Hanover. "Times are bad for all of us.

For most of the skaters, though, the competition is all about the four minutes

MORE STAR-LEDGER  they will spend on the ice with their teammates.
PHOTOS »

ARCHIVED STAR-  We've been working really hard to get here," said Jaclene Forlano, 15, of
LEDGER PHOTOS »  Marlboro, a member of the Ice-Lantics. "I hope we have a really good skate."

Synchronized skating is a growing sport governed by the U.S. Figure Skating

ADVERTISEMENT Association. Approximately 525 synchronized teams are registered with the
: Colorado-based association. It is a team sport in which eight to 20 skaters
. . perform together and are judged on their speed, intricate formations and

step sequences.

The Eastern sectional is one of three regional championships to be held
nationwide. The top four finishers within select divisions qualify to go in
March to the U.S. Synchronized Team Skating Championships in Maine.

There were a few preliminary events Thursday, and the competition
continues today and Saturday at the Mennen Sports Arena. Tickets can be
purchased at the Mennen box office during the competition and are $20 for
adults and $8 for senior citizens and children ages 5 to 12. Children 4 and
younger are admitted free.

For information and event schedules, visit www.synchroeast2009.com.
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