
1/31/09 8:42 AMMorris County skating championship is welcome boost for local economy - Breaking News From New Jersey - NJ.com

Page 1 of 3http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2009/01/morris_county_skating_champion.html

Sponsored By:

TODAY IN NEW JERSEY

• Send tips, photos, video

• Top news

• New Jersey

• Statehouse

• Local

• Business

• Entertainment

• Sports

• Features

• Home & Garden

• NJ Voices

• Opinion

• Columnists

JERSEY NEWSPAPERS

Browse today's news:

Select a paper

County news and info:

Select a county

Browse by category:

Select a category

Browse by day:

Select a date

Browse by week:

Select a date

STAR-LEDGER VIDEO

Most Commented on NJ.com
The stories you're talking about

88 
comments

Will Martin Brodeur have to earn
his starts for Devils?

72 
comments

Corzine praises House stimulus
package, calls for more spending
on infrastructure

70 
comments

Three N.J. women accused of
dumping ex-friend in cold

60 
comments

Essex authorities arrest 20 gang
members accused of running drug
ring

55 Jacobs: New York Giants would

Real-Time News Headlines
• Calling Jenny: N.J. man sells famous

phone number on eBay 9:00 p.m. ET

• Things to do, places to go: Chocolate
tasting, ice harvesting, and acrobats,
gymnasts and contortionists! Oh, my!
6:30 a.m. ET

• 81-year-old Franklin man swindled out
of $40,000 9:03 p.m. ET

• Attorney says teen abandoned in
woods physically, emotionally scarred
7:36 p.m. ET

• Change of venue sought in case of
coach accused of sexual misconduct 7:27
p.m. ET

• Sayreville bar cited for multiple ABC
violations after brawls 6:48 p.m. ET

More: Real-Time News »

 

Site Search Search Local Business Listings

 

Brought to you by:

 

Home Weather Sports Entertainment Living Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate

Real-Time News
New Jersey news 24 hours, every day

Morris County skating championship
is welcome boost for local economy
by Kristen Alloway/The Star-Ledger

Friday January 30, 2009, 6:00 AM

The 21 girls from the Ice-Lantics synchronized skating team of Farmingdale
glided, spun and whizzed across the ice at the Mennen Sports Arena in
Morris Township Thursday, arms and skates moving in unison.

The team is one of 138 from Maine to Florida descending on Morris County
this weekend for the 2009 Eastern Synchronized Skating sectional
championships.

Matt Rainey/The Star-Ledger

On Thursday preliminary rounds for younger skaters were held. About 3,000
skaters and spectators are expected at the event.

With 2,000 skaters competing -- and another 1,000 family members and
spectators expected to cheer them on --organizers and local merchants said
they hope the competition will be a welcome boost to the Morris County
economy.

"It's an amazing opportunity to have that many people coming to Morristown
in the dead of winter," said Leslie Bensley, executive director of the Morris
County Visitor's Center.

Many local hotels are packed. Some restaurants are filling up. And cultural
and historical attractions have prepared to welcome extra customers.

Synchronized Skating regional competition in Morristown
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At the Famished Frog restaurant in Morristown, there were 189 lunch and
dinner reservations Thursday and one party of 27 booked for today, said
manager Steve Prince.

"A Thursday in January, my reservation sheet would be completely empty,"
Prince said. "Certainly, with the economy the way it is, a party of 27 can't
hurt."

Many of the area's cultural and historical attractions -- Morristown is home
to several important Revolutionary War sites -- are hoping to see a boost this
weekend, too.

Macculloch Hall Historical Museum in Morristown extended its Thomas Nast
exhibit through this weekend, in hopes of drawing fans of the famous
political cartoonist. The museum also stayed open late last night and is
offering a two-for-one deal on tickets.

"Hopefully, we'll have a few folks stop by before or after dinner and get a
flavor for Morristown," acting director Alice Cutler said.

The Philadelphia Symmetry skating club booked more than 25 rooms at the
Embassy Suites in Parsippany and expects to dine out while they are in the
area and maybe look around if time allows, said Jessie Nagy, whose daughter
is on the team.

"We have a team dinner where we take up half a restaurant," Nagy said.
"Often, we'll try to pick a sight-seeing trip."

But not all businesses are seeing a bump in customers.

"Let's hope," said Frank Marcantonio, chef and owner of Breanna's Italian
restaurant in nearby East Hanover. "Times are bad for all of us."

For most of the skaters, though, the competition is all about the four minutes
they will spend on the ice with their teammates.

"We've been working really hard to get here," said Jaclene Forlano, 15, of
Marlboro, a member of the Ice-Lantics. "I hope we have a really good skate."

Synchronized skating is a growing sport governed by the U.S. Figure Skating
Association. Approximately 525 synchronized teams are registered with the
Colorado-based association. It is a team sport in which eight to 20 skaters
perform together and are judged on their speed, intricate formations and
step sequences.

The Eastern sectional is one of three regional championships to be held
nationwide. The top four finishers within select divisions qualify to go in
March to the U.S. Synchronized Team Skating Championships in Maine.

There were a few preliminary events Thursday, and the competition
continues today and Saturday at the Mennen Sports Arena. Tickets can be
purchased at the Mennen box office during the competition and are $20 for
adults and $8 for senior citizens and children ages 5 to 12. Children 4 and
younger are admitted free.

For information and event schedules, visit www.synchroeast2009.com.
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