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Nine Citizen-Area skaters will compete with the Precisely
Right juvenile and junior teams at the Eastern Synchronized
Skating Section Championships that start tomorrow
(Thursday, Jan. 29) and run through Saturday, Jan. 31, at
Mennen Arena in Morris Township. The young ladies are,
front row from left: Christina Bearden, Boonton Township;
Claire Owens, Denville; Kate Laufenberg, Denville; and
Josephine Beardon, Boonton Township; back row from left:
Briana Haigh, Rockaway; Nicole Owens, Denville; Erica
Garcia, Denville; Dana Mason, Denville, and Jenny Picot,
Boonton Township. For more information on the sectional
competition, visit www.synchroeast2009.com. Photo
Courtesy of Precisely Right Skating Team
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PRECISELY RIGHT: Citizen-Area skaters set to compete
Published: Jan 28th, 6:57 PM

Nine Citizen Area skaters will be skating with the Precisely Right
Team of Morristown in the three-day Eastern Synchronized
Skating Regional Championships at the Mennen Arena in Morris
Township starting Thursday, Jan. 29.

Denville residents Erica Garcia, 16, Kate Laufenberg, 10, Dana
Manson, 14, Claire Owens, 13, and her sister Nicole, 15, and
Boonton Township residents Christina Bearden, 15, Josephine
Bearden, 15, and Jenny Picot, 14, will be competing in Open
Juvenile, Juvenile and Junior Divisions.

The three-day competition will draw more than 2,000 skaters
and 138 teams from Maine to Florida.

Competition starts Thursday, Jan. 29, at 3:25 p.m. with two
rounds of preliminary qualifying.

On Friday, Jan. 30, the competition starts at 8:40 a.m. with the last
program of the day scheduled to finish at 10:30 p.m.

Saturday’s competition runs from 1:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.

The Owens sisters have been skating for nine years now and have
been involved in synchronized skating for the past four years.

“I especially love that synchro is a team sport and it gives me the
opportunity to work along with my friends at new challenges each year,” Nicole, a sophomore at Morris Knolls High School,
said after a recent practice session. “Synchro is a mentally and physically challenging sport.

“Also, I like that I’ve had the chance to travel to new places and to meet a lot of famous athletes and coaches.”

Her younger sister Claire, an eighth-grader at Valleyview School in Denville, likes working “with my skating friends toward
a common goal.

“We each have to do our best in order for the team to do its best,” Claire said. “And it’s especially exciting when we first
hear new music for the season and get to see our new competition dresses.”

(Additional information on the Eastern Regionals - including a complete schedule of all events - can be found at
www.synchroeast2009.com) 
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